spike in the vent, while Private William Bowling
killed an Indian officer, and Private Michael Smith
fired his musket and bayoneted a couple more of the
enemy. The volunteers acted as a covering party,
and they were all away again before the enemy could
collect themselves. They reached limes' post with-
out a scratch though followed by a heavy fusillade.
That night thirteen of the Sikhs deserted.
It was clear from the screams and shots that could
be heard after dark that the mutineers were still
plundering the bazaars, and it was rumoured that
some of them were already leaving for their homes
to secure their loot. The garrison had reason to be
thankful that they had been thus distracted during
the first and most critical days of the siege, for had
they been more aggressive in following up their
success at Chinhat there would never have been
time to organise the defence.
In the early morning of the 5th July there was
heavy rain, which washed away some of the
accumulated filth from the entrenchment, though
it left enough unburied and decaying carcases to
raise an incessant stench. During the day the
enemy's cannonade slackened so sensibly that the
garrison hoped they were running short of ammuni-
tion$ but the musketry was still as intense as ever,
and when the mutineers ran out of bullets they fired
nails and ramrods from their smooth-bore muskets.
Some of them were seen in the open near the
Cawnpore battery, picking up bullets from the
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